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Stantec UK Limited 
7 Soho Square 
London 
W1D 3QB 
UNITED KINGDOM 

17 January 2024 

Project/File: Helios Renewable Energy Project 

 
Planning Project Officer 
North Yorkshire Council 
County Hall 
Racecourse Lane 
Northallerton 
DL7 8AD 
 

Our Ref: 33627/A5/ESCumulatives 
PINS Reference: EN010140 

 

Dear Mr Reynolds, 

Re: Helios Renewable Energy Project – Scoping of Cumulative Effects Assessment  

We write on behalf of the Applicant, Enso Green Holdings D Limited, with regard to the 
proposed scope of developments identified for the assessment of potential cumulative 
environmental effects with the proposed Helios Renewable Energy project (hereafter referred 
to as the ‘Proposed Development’). This letter provides an updated position, further to the 
letter originally issued to Linda Drake at North Yorkshire Council (‘NYC’) on 12th May 2023 
(ref: 33627/A5/EIAScoping. 

The Proposed Development 
 
The Proposed Development comprises the proposed construction, operation and maintenance, 
and decommissioning of a renewable energy generating project on 475.68 hectares (‘ha’) of 
land located to the south west of the village of Camblesforth and to the north of the village of 
Hirst Courtney (refer to Appendix 1) in North Yorkshire (‘the Site’), within the administrative 
area of North Yorkshire Council. 
 
The description of the Proposed Development is as follows: 
 

‘The installation of ground mounted solar arrays, energy storage and associated 
development comprising grid connection infrastructure and other infrastructure 
integral to the construction, operation, and maintenance of the development for 
the delivery of over 50 megawatts (MW) of electricity.’ 

 
Cumulative Effects Assessment 
 
For Nationally Significant Infrastructure Projects (‘NSIPs’) under the Planning Act 2008 an 
assessment of potential cumulative environmental effects is required in accordance with the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the ‘EIA 
Regulations’). The approach to scoping the cumulative effects assessment has been informed 
by Advice Note Seventeen: Cumulative Effects Assessment Relevant to Nationally Significant 
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Infrastructure Projects, as issued by the Planning Inspectorate1, whereby a long list of ‘other 
existing development and/ or approved development’ is first established using the following 
considerations: 
 

• The potential zone of influence for the environmental aspects to be assessed; 
• Permitted applications, but not yet implemented; and 
• Submitted applications not yet determined but likely to come forward, such as those 

allocated under the Local Plan, and those with Screening or Scoping reports submitted. 
 
The following criteria are applied to filter the long list to a short list of schemes to be assessed: 
 

• Temporal scope and programme: to establish whether the relative construction, 
operation or decommissioning of the ‘other existing development and/ or approved 
development’ overlaps with the Proposed Development; 

• Geography, scale and nature of the development: to establish whether the ‘other 
existing development and/ or approved development’ would be likely to interact with the 
Proposed Development’; and 

• Other factors: to consider whether there are any other factors, such as the nature and/ 
or capacity of the receiving environment that would make a significant cumulative effect 
with ’other existing development and/or approved development’ more or less likely. 

 
Table 1 below provides information on the schemes considered for inclusion in the assessment 
of potential cumulative environmental effects with the Proposed Development, including the 
justification for whether each scheme has been proposed to be scoped in or out of assessment 
in the EIA to be submitted in support of the application for development consent for the 
Proposed Development. 
 
We welcome comments from NYC on the proposed schemes considered for inclusion in the 
assessment of potential cumulative environmental effects, and whether any additional schemes 
should be considered in the cumulative effects assessment with the EIA. 
 
If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

 

Kind regards, 

Ellie Holderness   
Senior Environmental Planner 
Phone: +44 2074466897 

@stantec.com 

 

Appendix 1: Site Location Plan 

 
 
 
1 Planning Inspectorate (2019) Advice Note Seventeen: Cumulative Effects Assessment Relevant to Nationally 

Significant Infrastructure Projects. Available at: https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/legislation-
and-advice/advice-notes/advice-note-17/  
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